




Career Academy National Standards of Practice - 
Developed by an informal consortium of career academy 
organizations, the NSOP are framed around ten key 
elements of successful implementation, drawn from many 
years of research and experience from all parts of the 
country. http://casn.berkeley.edu/resource_files/national_
standards.pdf

Career Technical Education - Career Technical Education 
(CTE) is an educational strategy designed to provide 
individuals with coherent and rigorous content aligned 
with challenging academic standards and relevant technical 
knowledge and skills to prepare for further education and 
careers in current or emerging professions. High quality 
CTE responds to the needs of the economy with regard 
to both industry focus and skills that are taught within 
a “Program of Study”: a logical multi-year sequence of 
courses that integrate core academic knowledge with 
technical and occupational knowledge to provide 
students with a pathway to postsecondary 
education and careers.

Common Core State Standards 
- The Common Core State 
Standards is an initiative that 
seeks to bring diverse state 
curricula and standards into 
alignment with each other 
by following the principles of 
standards-based education reform. 
It is sponsored by the National 
Governors Association (NGA) and the 
Council of Chief State School Officers 
(CCSSO). Developed by education experts 
from 45 states, these K-12 learning standards go into 
key concepts in math and English/ language arts. They 
require a practical, real-life application of knowledge 
that prepares students for success in college, work 
and life. They were developed around the principle that 
understanding is more important than memorization, and 
provide the national education community with consistent 
learning expectations for all students. www.corestandards.
org/

Connected Learning - As used in relationship to Career 
Academies and Pathways, this usually refers to the 
multiple connections they bring to traditional high school 

education, including: among students; between students 
and their teachers; among teachers; between teachers and 
students’ parents; between academic and career-technical 
learning; between high schools and the economy; 
between high schools and postsecondary institutions; and 
between students and their futures. The term is also used 
to refer to the use of online and digital media learning 
(e.g., by the MacArthur Foundation). www.macfound.org 

Deeper Learning - The skills and knowledge students 
will need to succeed in a world that is rapidly changing. 
Deeper learning prepares students to:

�� �� Master core academic content

  ��   Think critically and solve complex problems

  ��   Work collaboratively

  ��   Communicate effectively

  ��   Learn how to learn (e.g., self-directed learning)

www.hewlett.org/deeperlearning

Next Generation Science Standards - 
Through a collaborative, voluntary, state-

led process, these new K–12 science 
standards, paralleling the common core 
standards in English and math, are 
designed to be richer in content and 
practice, and arranged in a coherent 
manner across disciplines and grades 
to provide students an internationally 

benchmarked science education. 
They are based on the Framework for 

K–12 Science Education developed by 
the National Research Council. They will be 

considered for adoption in California in November 
2013. www.nextgenscience.org

Project-Based Learning (PBL) - A common form 
of instruction used in Career Academies and related 
approaches, John Dewey promoted it initially with the 
concept of “learning by doing”. It is an alternative to 
paper-based, rote memorization, teacher-led instruction 
that often predominates in high schools. Usually students 
working as a team are given a “driving question” to 
respond to or answer, then directed to create an artifact 
to present their gained knowledge. In career academies it 
often entails showing applications of academic knowledge 
or skills in a career field. It is supported among others by 
the Buck Institute for Education. www.bie.org

The “What”— Standards and Initiatives

— 3 —



Program Status - A system that allows courses approved 
by the University of California for a-g credit in one high 
school to be used in all (that meet the same standards) 
within a given program across the state. Examples of 
programs with this status: Advanced Placement, AVID, 
ROP, California Partnership Academies, Project Lead The 
Way, and CDE Agricultural Education. This removes the 
burden for high schools of having to submit a complete 
course content description to obtain their own a-g course 
approval. (www.ucop.edu/agguide/updating-your-course-
list/school-program/programs/index.html)

Program of Study - A prescribed curriculum sequence 
in which students are enrolled in a series of academic 
and technical courses that ensures that they complete 
graduation requirements and prepare them for the 
career area. Programs of study can be designed for 
9th-12th grade or 10th-12th grade, and can also include 
postsecondary courses. 

21st Century Skills/ 21st Century Learning - A term 
intended to encompass the broad move toward deeper and 
more relevant learning, used by a variety of organizations. 
The “Partnership for 21st Century Skills” is a national 
organization that advocates for the integration of skills such 
as critical thinking, problem solving, and communication 
into the core academic subjects, using the “four Cs” as 
guidance: critical thinking, communication, collaboration, 
and creativity (and sometimes citizenship). About 20 states 
have adopted its goals and principles. www.p21.org 

Work-based Learning - An educational approach that, by 
design, links learning in the workplace to learning in the 
classroom to engage students more fully and to intentionally 
promote their exposure and access to future educational 
and career opportunities. Work-based Learning includes 
all interactions with employers from career exploration 
discussions in the classroom to field trips, mentoring, job 
shadowing, internships, and actual work experiences.
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