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Overview:

The Academy will be a school-within-a-school that will use an interdisciplinary team approach to learning.  Selected students* will progress through this three-year program with the same Academy staff which will consist of selected teachers from the fields of math, science, language arts, and social studies.

Goals:

All Academies share one common goal:

To work cooperatively with local business/industry within the framework of the public schools to provide a bridge to carry students from education to employment and/or higher education.

OBJECTIVES:

As a replication it has been proven that students participating in Academy programs have developed:

improved attitudes towards school and learning

improved academic performance

improved self-esteem

job and work skills

knowledge of the world of work

viable career paths

KEY PROGRAM FEATURES:

Inter-related academic and technical courses tailored to the needs and career interests of the students

Small class size

Easy access to tutoring and individual instructional attention

Counseling services from a specially assigned counselor

Careful monitoring of individual student performance and attendance

Frequent contact between the school and parents

First-hand exposure to career information through fieldtrips, guest speakers, a mentor program, and industry-loaned instructors
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INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF:

The classroom teachers and the specially assigned counselor who are in direct daily contact with the students have an enormous influence on Academy students and are crucial to the success of the program.  Teachers selected for these programs have:

the opportunity to perform new professional roles, such as coordinating with industry

common, and often extra, release (or preparation) periods

the esprit de corps of a small, well-integrated department

the opportunity for professional grown, such as acquiring skills in electronics, computer operation, and management

the opportunity to develop curriculum, and create and implement innovative instructional approaches

the sense of accomplishment and stimulation that comes from being part of a program that dramatically changes student outlook and performance

increased involvement with students and parents on a personal level

SUMMARY:

Research has demonstrated that high school students who are under-achievers can profit from a close identity with a supportive group of teachers and peers.  The Academy approach provides this structure.


