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The _________ School District has recently been awarded a grant from the California Department of Education to begin a California Partnership Academy at ___________ High School. This is a program based on partnerships with local businesses, intended to provide students with both college-preparatory core academic skills and career technical skills that fit the needs of local companies and growing industries.
Partnership Academies are built around a career theme identified by the district based on the local labor market. The _________ Academy will focus on developing skills in _____________. Local businesses join the high school principal and Academy teachers to form a Steering Committee for the program.

Academies function as schools-within-schools: students take three academic and one technical class in the program each semester, along with their other non-Academy classes. Students apply for the Academy in 9th grade, enter in 10th grade, and continue through graduation. Academy teachers who volunteer for the program form a close-knit team. They develop integrated curriculum, provide regular feedback to participants, stay in touch with parents, and coordinate business involvement. 

California Partnership Academies function under state legislation passed in 1984 and renewed in 1987 and 1993. Their funding is performance-based, meaning that districts receive funds only for those students performing well in terms of attendance and credits. The state grant must be matched by the receiving district and supporting industry partners. The model has seen consistently strong support from the legislature, governor’s office, and the California Department of Education. Academies have been thoroughly evaluated, and have a strong track record in terms of improving attendance, credits, grades, and graduation rates among participants. About two-thirds of Academy graduates currently go on to some form of post-graduate training, often in community colleges. Follow-up surveys have shown that about 95% of Academy graduates either attend college or work following high school graduation. Many do both.

For further information about the ___________ Academy, contact _______________, the (title) _______________, at (phone number) _______________.


