
JOB FORUM PANELISTS

Date

Thank you for agreeing to take part in the Job Forum at _____________________High School.

We developed the Job Forum concept because our students, while very bright, often lack the motivation to achieve all that they're capable of in school. Exposure to people who work in the "real" world motivates students to take school very seriously, as they realize that at some not too far off point they will actually apply what they've learned. As students begin to see practical applications for academics, school begins to rise on their priority lists. We want our students to start looking ahead. As teachers, we can tell them that until we're blue in the face (and we do, believe me), but it has far greater impact when it comes from somewhere beyond the cyclone boundaries of our school. That's where you come in.

We invite you to give our students a taste of post-high school reality. You will be one of eight to ten panelists, each of a different background. The forum will be organized in casual, talk show style. Your audience will be the Academy juniors. The format is as follows:

Introductions

We would like you to introduce yourself, stating the basics, which, for our purposes, include the following:


•
Name:


•
Profession:


•
BRIEF statement indicating how you ended up where you are (the idea at this point is to captivate a bunch of sixteen and seventeen year olds -- not necessarily to inform).

This should take roughly three to five minutes per person.

Individual Questions

Once the audience has "met" each panelist, students will ask specific questions. These will include (but are not limited to - i.e. expect the unexpected) the following:


•
What is an average work day like for you? Describe one.


•
What did you dislike doing that you had to do in order to get where you are?


•
Name the TWO most important qualities or skills that a person must have to be successful in your field.


•
Which aspects of your job do you like the most, the very least?


•
Have you used what you learned in high school on the job?


•
What education is required for someone in your position?


•
Can you outline some related jobs in your field?


•
Did you always know what you wanted to be?


•
What is the salary range for someone in your position?

Ever said, "I wish I'd known then what I know now?î Please use this opportunity to share those gems of wisdom. The previously listed questions are intended only to guide you, and should not limit your creativity or keep you from covering what YOU believe is most important.

Interest Groups

Panelists will be paired up and will meet with groups of eight to ten students to answer more specific questions. The Academy teachers will help to facilitate this activity. We expect that it will take about fifteen to twenty minutes.

Details

The Job Forum will begin promptly at _____________(time) on __________________ (date)

Please arrive at______________________ High School (directions enclosed) no later than_____

You will need to check in with________________________________________________

Please call me with any questions or concerns. You can reach me at school at _______________.

Last year's juniors walked away from the event more than a little bit inspired, and with a greater sense of direction. Again, thank you for choosing to be part of our program.

Very truly yours,

Mentor Coordinator

 


